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What 1s

tis very intriguing that the
Union  home  ministry
instead of being seriously
concerfied  and  doing
something about the revelations
made by Tehelka, wants to look
into the methods used by the

dotcom company. That Tehelka:

itself unfolded its methods fo
the government is now known
by all in this country. It goes
without saying that such meth-
ods need 1o be looked into, but
by professional bodies. And in
any case there is a commission
appointed by the government,
under the chairmanship of a
retired judge, which is in the
middle of looking into the reve-
lations made by Tehelka,
including its modus operandi.
And Tehelka is  voluntarily
cooperating . with all - such
efforts.

The attacks on Tehelka sound
more less the same. “Tehelka
expose will benefit India's ene-
mies,”  George Femandc&
asserted. "It was a conspiracy,”

a minister shouted. “Tehelka i is
destabilising the government,”
a politician lamented. However,
the Prime Minister himself has
lent credence to Tehelka's cov-
erage and has taken it in the
right spirit by describing the
expose at the very outset as a
" “wake-up.call” for the nation.

Tehelka's methodology was of
course unusual and of question-
able namire. There has been
much talk about the ethics of
Jjournalism, of aspects of privacy
and lecalitv. Weverthalpee - imi.
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STORM SIGNALS: ‘Tehelka’s methodology was unusual and of questionable nature, There has

been much talk about the ethics of
ods were not used how else could

notice the corruption??

Jjournalism, of aspects of privacy and legality... If such meth-
one penetrate the defence establishment and bring to public

It is generally | believed that
even a larger team of reporters
belonging 1o a hig newspaper,
even 1f there was editorial will
and  management  back-up,
could not have come up wiih
such revelations and with such

dramatic effect 4s Tehelka did.
That aa: Frtir- ek allra fridaes -

aware of the things that have
been exposed by Tehelka, but
have not been able to do much
on this. In fact, dississions with
several joumalisis in the wake
of Tehelka bring out a certain
new realisation of the potential
of the profession, in the context
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couple ol newspapers have car-
ried that story and no television
channel had featured the find-
ings. They are after all not inter-
ested in corruption that affects
millicns of  ordinary citizens.
And, not even one question was
rmsed on this matter in Parlia-

the journalistic profession. [me-
spective. of  the  political
upheaval Tehelka has.caused in
the  country, certain aspects
inherent in ‘“dotcom  journal-
ism” are likely to change the
very scope of journalism in the
COMINE VEArs.

irst, “the speed” possible
in dotcom ]Durm]!srn o
complete an investigative
report and bring it to public
notice could be unparalleled.
Second, dotcom journalism
could be a “solo affair’” unlike
in the case of newspaper or tele-
vision where it is more often a
team affair. Third, dotcom jour-
nalism could be a Yone-shot-
affair”,  unlike: in television
where a story has 1o go through
a series of steps before getting
aired for the public. Fourth, dot-
com  journalism  can  ensure
utmost “secrecy and suspense”
about what 'is “likely to’come
oul. Fifth, “content™ once again:
could be far more critical than
the ‘media itself. - Sixth, newer
miniaturised fechnologies will
empower and enable individual
journalists offering him or her a
lot, more depth, analysis, back-
up and manoeavrahility,
However, we have nol yet
realised the implications of com-
puler generated technigues for
miorphigg, interposing and of
course (editing itself, All of
which, ‘with the Convergence
Bill not far away, we need (o
undcrsi,aud S0 t]':atdotmm is not
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“wake-up call” for the nation.

Tehelka's methodology was of
course unusual and of question-
able nature. There has been
much talk about the ethics of
journalism, of aspects of privacy
and legality. Nevertheless, ini-
tially, most felt thai the means
justify the end when it comes to
such devastating revelations that
have a great impact on 4 nation.
If such methods were not used
how else could one penetrate the
delence establishment and bring
to public notice the cormiption?
In India we do not have specific
laws to regulate the use of covert
investigative technologies by
journalists. In this field Tehelka
has set an unprecedented exam-
ple although controversial, And
its initiative of going to the
Army’s courl of enguiry as well
as to vigilance commission and
the Wenkatswami Commission
with all the floppies and assur-
ing cooperation adds o its cred-
ibility. Howewer, the latest reve-
lation that it had to “use women”
as well for imreﬁtiﬂntivﬂjuumal-
ism has muddied the “means-
crids™ controversy. ¥

Instances of members of Par-

- liament failing to elicit full and

prompl  answers 10 sensifive
issucs of national importance
through their guestions are
plenty. On some such matlers
only journalists hdve been able
to get to the bottom of things., In
the absence of any other way of
going about investigating cor-
ruption in defence deals Tehel-
ka had to take up, what it con-
sidered, “extraordinary. meth-
ods” to expose an “extraordi-
nary issue”  in the larger
“national interest™. The issue of
ethics is involved when joumal-
ists “leak” or “plant”  stories
with the purpose to disinform at
the behest of some interested
party, including ministers.” In
most such cases the modus
operandi is not known. Tehelka
could  have easily  avoided
spilling  the beans aboil the
methods it employed. That it
did not do. In this context two
things have to be discussed, first
the cime of the expose and the
ethics of the methods used.

helonging to a I:uw nmvbpapcr,
even if there was editorial will
and  management  back-up,
could not have ¢ome up with
such revelations and with such
dramatic effect as Tehelka did.
That is how Tehelka today is
looked upon by younger jour-
nalists, with a cextain degree of
admiration. Many ‘senior and
established  journalists  are

Tchclka did what big
media houses could
not do. Realising the
degree of corruption

and the manner in

which Tehelka has
unfolded the story and
that the visual footage

has the potential to

- _rake in windfall

revenues, TV channels
went into'a frenzy...
However, the means
adopted by Tehelka
have raised questions
about its credibility.
Those who ‘suffered’
from the revelations

are bound to take
advantage of this and
rake up 1ssues like the
morality of journalists
and the ‘unethical’
tactics used to get a
scoop... ‘Kamala
expose mudﬂ1,| a few
vears ago had set a
good examplé about
how to go about in

- such insrances.

Tehelka would have
served the nation
better had it taken to
some such methods.
But this aspect
should not vitiafe the
very revelatigns
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agency

have not been able to do much
on this. In fact, discussions with
several journalists in the wake
of Tehelka bring out a certain
new realisation of the potential
of the profession, in the context
of newer technologies.

ehelka did  what big

media houses could not

do on their own. Realis-
ing the degree of cormuption and
the dramatic manner in which
Tehelka has unfolded the story
and that the visual footage has
the potential to rake in windfall
revenues, television channels
went into a frenzy. That limes
of crisis and controversies help
the media to reach out, compete
and excel is well known; but
that they also help television
channels ‘make unprecedented
business is a recent phenome-
non for India. Television chan-
nels weleome crises; of course,

_ oneat g lme. . |

However, the means adopte:d
by Tehelkd, by way of uffcrmg
bribes and prostifutes, have also
raised questions about its credi-
bility. Those who “suffered”
from Tehelka's revelations are
bound to take advantage of this
and - rake up issues like the
maorality of journalists and the
“unethical” tactics used to get a
scoop however significant that
maybe.  “Kamala = expose
model,” a few years ago had set
a good example aboul how to'go
about in such instances. Tehelka
would have served the nation
better had it taken to some such
methods. But this aspect should
not vitiate the very revelations,

It is not just the media that
continues o be very interested
in politics and scandals invalv-
ing politicians. Even Parliament
i5. For, how else both the media
and  Parliament. could have
ignored a recent study on the
extent of corruption in urban
India? Conducted, for the first
time, by a well known research
using & (transparent
methodology, the findings of
that study brought out the extent
of corruption in most urban ser-
yices and the menace of middle-
men in six cities. Yet, hardly a

by & b T et ey el i - P
channel had featured the find-
ings. They are after all not inter-
ested in corruption that affects
millions of  ordinary cilzens.
And, not even one question was
raised on this matter in Parlia-
ment.

While Tehelka will continue
to be debated in the country itis
time to take stock of the impact
it will have on Indian media and

UG ith the recent

transformation of
metro based mass
media into marketing
media... media is
being viewed more as a
part of establishment,
or as status-quo
jﬂurnalism. Even a

o parg of dJarger i rituanass e Lverys

i mitian, of-medisheing a Fourth

“nexus’. In view o
- such'@ompldcency in
the established
‘media about issues of
larger significance, the
very notion of media
being a Fourth Estate
has come under
question. How else do
stock market scams,
match-fixing and of
~ course defence deals, .
going on for a long
time, remain
unexposed? Tehelka
has reminded India’s
mass media of its
watchdog role. It is
against this
background that
Tehelka has
unleashed dotcom
journalism and has
shaken fundamentals
of those who are
content with the size of
their media enterprise

puter gencmtcd technigues for
morphing, interposing and  of
course | editing  itself. All of
which, with the Convergence
Bill not far away, we need to
understand; so that dotcom is not
the route for “adventure journal-
ism” Even more so since the
“Freedom of Information” Bill
too is likely 1o sce light in 2001,

With the recent transformation
of metro based mass media into
marketing media, with increas-
ing precccupation with. corpo-
rate  communication,  beauty
parades, food festivals and the
like, media 15 being  viewed
more as a part of establishment,
or as status-quo  journalism.
Even a part of a larger “nexus”.
Recent field surveys on media
credibility in India have indicat-
ed such puhlic perceptions about
mass media. In fact, in view of
-such complacency in the gstab-,
lished ‘media about issues of

Estate has'come under gquestion
recently. How else do stock
market scams, match-fixing,
real estate and of course defence
deals, going on for a long time,
remain unexposed? Tehelka has
in a way reminded India’s mass
media of its watchdog role. It is
against this background that
Tehelka has unleashed dotcom
joumnalism and has shaken cer-
tain  fundamentals particularly
of those who are content with
the size of their media enter-
prise.

A CMS research recently has
brought out  the “appetiser
effect” of the electronic media.
That is, the more one sees the
“news on television”, the more
one is likely o read a newspa-
per. This will be even more so
now in the casé of doteom jour-
nalisin. That is, television news
is likely to benefit from Tehel-
ka-type expose by the new
media. That is why I say that
media in India  should not
remain a “hlow hot, blow cold”
phenomenon.
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